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Sex Offender Harold Examiner. 
Is Ricky Really a Sex Offender? 
California’s registry for life may soon include promiscuous kids By Hanna Ingber Win  Full version originally published at LACityBeat.com  2-20-2008 (Illustration By John Alex Stamos.) When Ricky was 16, he went to a teen club and met a girl named Amanda, who said she was the same age. They hit it off and were eventually having sex. At the time Ricky thought it was a pretty normal high school romance. Two years later, Ricky is a registered sex offender, and his life is destroyed. Amanda turned out to be 13. Ricky was arrested, tried as an adult, and pleaded guilty to the charge of lascivious acts with a child, which is a class D felony in Iowa. It is not disputed that the sex was consensual, but intercourse with a 13-year-old is illegal in Iowa. Ricky was sentenced to two years probation and 10 years on the Iowa online sex offender registry. Ricky and his family have since moved to Oklahoma, where he will remain on the state’s public registry for life. Being labeled a sex offender has completely changed Ricky’s life, leading him to be kicked out of high school, thrown out of parks, taunted by neighbors, harassed by strangers, and unable to live within 2,000 feet of a school, day-care center or park. He is prohibited from going to the movies or mall with friends because it would require crossing state borders, which he cannot do without permission from his probation officer. One of Ricky’s neighbors called the cops on him, yelled and cursed at him, and videotaped him every time he stepped outside, Ricky said.” It affects you in every way,” he said. “You’re scared to go out places. You’re on the Internet, so everybody sees your picture.” His mother, Mary, said the entire family has felt the ramifications of Ricky being labeled a sex offender. His younger brother has been ridiculed at school and cannot have friends over to the house; his stepfather has been harassed; the parents’ marriage has been under tremendous pressure; and strangers used to show up at their door to badger the family. One neighbor came to the house and told Mary he wasn’t going to leave them alone until they took their “child rapist” away, so they moved, she said. California is currently deciding if it will comply with a federal sex offender act that would put adolescent sex offenders as young as 14 on a national public registry, like the one Ricky is on in Oklahoma. Supporters say the act would improve public safety, but critics argue it would stigmatize thousands of teenagers. The law, called the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, would require states to submit information on youth deemed delinquent in juvenile court of aggravated sexual abuse to the registry.  If California complies with the Adam Walsh Act, the law would be retroactive, and the offenders would be listed on the registry for life. They would be classified as Tier III offenders and forced to register with law enforcement authorities every three months, or risk being charged with a felony and going to prison for at least one year. California Congressman Ken Calvert, a Republican from Riverside, in an e-mail. “If a juvenile has committed such a crime, the safety of our community and children supersedes the rights of the juvenile who, at the age of 14, understands the difference between right and wrong.” “Imagine writing down the worst thing you ever did when you were a teenager, or an adult, and being forced to put that on a placard on your forehead. This is, in effect, what registration does to these youth,” L.A. County Deputy Public Defender Maureen Pacheco wrote in an e-mail. “They must disclose these offenses when they apply for school, when they apply for jobs, if they want to get licensed or bonded,” she wrote. “In other words, in all the ways a youth might seek to become rehabilitated, we shut the door.” Ricky is now 19 and trying to bring some normalcy back to his life. But that’s practically impossible. In between monthly meetings with his probation officer, he’s been trying to find a job however, employers haven’t been eager to hire a registered sex offender. He wants to get a college degree, yet that, too, is problematic. He’s worried his classmates would find him on the registry and start harassing him. “I have to watch my back all of the time,” he said. “Once people find out, they panic. They don’t know the real story.”

 Inter-net Posts by Ricky’s mom, who writes as if English is her second language include web sites:a_political_prisoner@yahoo.com  and http://freericky.tripod.com “Thanks your words of encouragement mean more then a mom can say”… Also I did a interview on live radio last Friday March 7, with Dori Monson show on 710 KIRO. Site is here: http://www.mynorthwest.com you can listen to a MP3 format or email me and will send directly to you. Also, Rickys story is here: http://www.ethicaltreatment.org/mary.htm... Tonight I will have other articles on Rickys site of interview he did last year with me with Dan gunderson, MPR Radio on "unattended Consequences"posted by mom of ricky on 3/12/08 @ 03:15 p.m. 

(Editors note: This is one of those instances in which the underlying conduct is neither criminal in the traditional sense nor is the shame associated with the penalty rooted to the conduct itself. By the time I was 16 I was already feeling a great deal of pressure to have sex for the sake of ‘fitting in with the guys,’ including my two brothers and their friends. Girls at the ages in question here mature faster than boys; a girl who lies about a three- year age difference at 13 to a 16 year old is not likely to raise an eyebrow. Age of consent in California is 18 not 14. Sex between teenagers at 16 is appropriate in the biological sense so it is not legitimate to argued a need to protect children from kids like Ricky because, while the “victim” was only 13 it is not in dispute that the sex was consensual, the occasion may have been a transient opportunity but part of the appeal of teen clubs is the sexually charged atmosphere. It is also not in dispute that the girl concealed her age through deceit. The resistance to changes in the broad-net laws that catch-up people like Ricky is not rooted in an interest in protecting children from harm, nor is it rooted in morality or even practical concerns like preventing teen pregnancy. The popularity at the polls is rooted in the fear that parents have over losing control over their children and in congress it is the codification of ill-will. There is likely a connection between the fact that legislators are old and ugly and the girls are young and pretty. The young men that get this play are not typically those that these ‘nerds’ have ever felt free to mingle amongst because people who chase political office are rarely inherently cool like the bad boys that teenage girls like to have sex with. Politicians are control freaks by nature surely must carry some of their resentment for the cock-blocking nemeses of their youth all the way to the capitol house. See also cmybuttjudge.angelfire.com
